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letters^ whose aim has been to say as little as possible as
impressively as possible]: I feel I ought to make it perfectly
clear that my Government view with alarm anything
that tends to weaken the authority of the ruling princes
of India.

SINDHIA (politely insolent): Of course. Their record
places that beyond all doubt.

AMBAJI (leaning forward. His manner is benevolent but
puzzled): But what question is there of weakening the
Rana of Mewar's power? On the contrary, we have met
to consider how we may help this unfortunate ruler.
Raja Man Singh here is willing to marry his daughter.

MERCER (apparently unruffled by SINDHIA'S sneer]: We
have everywhere encountered evidence of the quite
exceptional regard in which the Rana of Mewar is held,
Is not his family the most ancient of all?

SINDHIA: So we are to see the Indian kingdoms re-
shuffled in the order of their age? One would expect the
English to be the leaders in such a rearrangement!

MERCER (stiffly): Maharaja, I have no instructions to
argue the ethics of the Indian situation with you. We have
to deal with things as they are. I thought you would have
been interested to know of the Governor-General's dis-
tress at the misfortunes that have overtaken this noble
family of which we hear so much.

SINDHIA (suave again): Of course. That is a great
trouble to all of us. We all want one thing only, and that
is to see them prosperous again.

TOD (who can control his restlessness no longer]: Then
why is Mewar being wasted by war?
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